
A FEW TIPS FOR SUCCESS WITH YOUR NEW HONEY BEE NUCLEUS 
COLONY 

written by Gordon MacKay 
 

 Keep the same frame order that was in the NUC in the new equipment that  you’re 
transferring the NUC into 
 

 The transfer can happen an hour or two after you get home (the bees appreciate that 
time to get over the vibrations of the journey and will be a lot more pleasant to work 
with), or you can put the NUC box adjacent to your new hive, and then transfer later in 
the evening. Try not to use too much smoke and work slowly. 
 

 If you are using frames/foundation that are not new, but you have used in your apiary 
before, and you are certain you’ve had no pest or disease issues (it’s never a good idea 
to buy used frames/foundation) then they should be put in the freezer 2-3 days prior to 
using or better still have them treated at Iotron. Otherwise use brand new equipment. 
 

 Depending on your local area/time of year/weather conditions, it’s often a good idea to 
feed the new colony with 1:1 sugar syrup. If you feel that pollen is in short supply add a 
pollen patty directly over the frames, being careful not to squish bees. 
 

 When you install your NUC keep an eye out for the queen (2021 will be marked WHITE 
but check with your supplier). If you don’t spot her, don’t worry. Check for eggs a week 
after you install and that will confirm she is present. 
 

 Use the smaller opening on the entrance excluder if you feel there is robbing happening, 
this will allow the nucleus colony improved guarding abilities. 
 

 Once you have 6-7 frames with bees on them you can put a second hive body (brood 
chamber) above the original one. It’s often a good idea to put two frames of brood from 
the bottom hive into to the middle of the new one on top to encourage the bees to 
come up 
 

 During May, June and July, always watch for swarm cells at each hive inspection 
 

 Do Varroa mite checks (sugar shake or alcohol wash) twice a month from April to early 
October and treat accordingly 
 

 Enjoy you’re bees! 
 


